
 

 
 

Classroom Study Guide for Teachers: 2019 Children’s Concert 
 

February 12, 2018, 10:30 am 
The Concert Hall at Purchase College 

 
 
 

The Program 
Excerpts from the following will be announced from the stage: 

 
Vivaldi: Four Seasons 

Special improvised tap routine from Marshall Davis Jr.  
 

Rachael Worby, conductor and explainer 
Marshall Davis Jr., special guest  

Robert Chausow, violin 
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I. ABOUT THE MUSIC 
 
Four Seasons 
Antonio Lucio Vivaldi 
Born 4 March, 1678 in Venice, Italy 
Died 28 July, 1741 in Vienna, Austria 
  
 

 Vivaldi was ordained as a priest but spent most of his life as a professional musician 

 The Four Seasons are part of a larger set of twelve concertos 

 Each concerto has abundant references to the sounds of nature and the outdoors 

 Listen for strong contrasts of piano (quiet) and forte (loud) 

 Other choreographers have set dance to this work, notably Jerome Robbins/NYC 
Ballet 

 
Vivaldi spent most of his career in the capacity of musical director and violin teacher at a 
Venetian conservatory and orphanage for girls, the Seminario Musicale dell’Ospedale 
della pietà. During his lifetime, he achieved more renown as a violinist than as a 
composer. His propensity for the instrument is evidenced by the astonishing number of 
solo concertos he wrote for it: more than 230 of his 500-odd surviving concerti are for 
violin.  
 
Each concerto is in the three movement, fast-slow-fast sequence that Vivaldi 
standardized as concerto form. The orchestral sections are almost exclusively ritornelli 
(a recurring musical idea for the full ensemble, restated in various keys). Vivaldi takes 
his virtuosic flights in the solo passages, evoking the seasonal images of each poem. 
His imaginative writing in the solo sections is characterized by strong rhythmic vitality 
and highly idiomatic passage work. Nearly three centuries after they were composed, 
The Four Seasons still present a formidable challenge to the virtuoso violinist. 
 
Today’s program adds a wrinkle that Vivaldi would never have imagined: The addition of 
a tap dancer who, with his body and especially his feet, improvises different rhythms that 
contrast with the music, and interacts with the violin soloist. In this way, the tap dancer 
creates not only the visual excitement of how he moves his body, but also becomes a 
percussion instrument within the music-making. American tap dancing is really a form of 
jazz, and the mixture of this very modern art form with a musical tradition more than 250 
years old is meant to show how all musical genres share the basic concept of rhythm.  
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II. INSTRUMENTS OF THE ORCHESTRA 

 

An orchestra is a group of musicians who play together on different instruments. The 

instruments in the orchestra are grouped into four different families. The instruments in 

each family sometimes look alike and are often played in similar ways.  

 

Today’s program only uses members of the string section (violins, violas, cellos, and 

double basses), because today’s composer, Antonio Vivaldi, composed his Four 

Seasons, and nearly all of his 500 other compositions, only for those instruments. Other 

composers frequently use the other instruments of the orchestra shown here. 

 

 

 

Woodwinds 

Woodwinds aren’t always made of wood! They get their name 

because the sound is produced by blowing air against a wooden 

reed, or a sharp edge such as the mouth hole of a flute (which 

used to be made of wood), and that air travels through a tube 

producing sound. Different pitches are possible by opening and closing holes along the 

length of that tube (sometimes with the use of extensive hardware). This changes the 

length of the vibrating air column inside the tube. There are three main types of 

woodwinds in an orchestra, they are: 

 Flutes 

 Single-Reeds (Clarinets, saxophones) 

 Double-Reeds (Oboes, bassoons) 

 
 

 
Brass 
 
Brass is a group of instruments that uses lip “buzzing”’ to produce 
their sound. When the player’s lips buzz against the mouthpiece, it 
creates sympathetic vibrations inside the tube and sound is produced. 
The pitch is changed by making the instrument longer or shorter by 

either using a slide (trombone) or by pressing buttons called valves (French Horn, 
Trumpet, Tuba). As the valves are pushed or released, they open or close varying 
lengths of tubing which changes the length of the instrument therefore changing the 
pitch.  

The brass family also has another similarity: All are made of brass or another type of 

metal. The members of the brass family are: 

 French Horn 

 Trumpet 

 Trombone 

 Tuba 
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Strings  

The string family is made up of instruments that create sound in two 

major ways, by rubbing the strings with an object called a bow, made of 

wood and stretched horsehair; and plucking the strings with one’s finger 

(called pizzicato).  

The big difference between the string instruments is in their size. The violin is small and 

therefore creates high pitches, while the double bass is an instrument that is taller than a 

person, and therefore creates much lower pitches.   

String players get different sounds on their instruments by pressing their fingers on the 

strings to change the length of the vibrating part of the strings. 

There are usually four kinds of string instruments in the orchestra 

 Violin (often there are two sections of violins, but the instruments are the same) 

 Viola 

 Cello 

 Double Bass 

 
 

 
Percussion 

Percussion instruments make sound when you shake, rattle, or hit them 
with your hand or a stick. There are more than a hundred different 
percussion instruments, but most fall within three types of categories: 

Drums: Originally made from an animal skin that was stretched across 
something round and hollow like a hollow tree trunk or a clay pot, they may be struck 
with a stick or the hand, and include Snare drum, Tom-toms, Timpani (or kettle drum), 
Bass drum, Bongos and conga drums. 

Mallet instruments, which produce actual notes of the scale and therefore can play 
melodies. They are usually struck with a mallet that might have a hard rubber or plastic 
hammer, or which is wound with a softer material like yarn. They include xylophone, 
marimba, and chimes. 

Metals, which are like the punctuation marks of the music, and can either be hit with a 
stick or hit together, such as cymbals, gong (or tam-tam), triangle, and cowbell. 

Hand Percussion, which as the name implies, are held in the hands and are either 
shaken or struck together, such as maracas, tambourine, claves, woodblocks, and 
castanets. 

 
GAMES & ACTIVITIES:  

- Instrument Frenzy – Help the Maestro sort the instruments into their proper categories!  
- Orchestra Jeopardy – Test your students’ knowledge on instruments of the orchestra 

using this fun class activity 

http://www.nyphilkids.org/frenzy.html
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BwHk3-6B6BouWjFUY0JVS2JBN1k/edit
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III. About the Artists 

Rachael Worby, conductor 

 

Nyack native Rachael Worby is the Artistic Director, Conductor and Founder of MUSE/IQUE – a 

dynamic, nonprofit organization that creates exhilarating live music adventures in Pasadena, 

California.  

Inspired by the innovation and activism of Leonard Bernstein’s career, Rachael Worby became 

one of the first highly successful female conductors of national and international renown. Her 

exuberance and accessibility have spurred remarkable growth in the organizations under her 

leadership. 

Worby rose to prominence when she earned the role of Music Director and Conductor of the 

Symphony Orchestra in Wheeling, West Virginia. During her 17-year tenure, she increased 

programming from six annual concerts to forty and accomplished new milestones for the 

orchestra, including touring, the creation of a Pops series that was frequently sold out, and the 

release of the orchestra’s first CD. Worby simultaneously served as Music Director and 

Conductor of the Young People’s Concerts at Carnegie Hall, a role she had dreamed of holding 

since she was a child. She hosted the nationally-acclaimed Arts and Letters series on public 

television and was appointed to the National Council of the Arts by then President Clinton. 

From 2000-2010, Worby continued her legacy as a dedicated orchestra builder as Music Director 

of the Pasadena POPS. In addition to increasing the number of annual concerts and audience 

attendance, she also instituted free concerts and expanded outreach programs to underserved 

communities.  

At the conclusion of her term, she and a group of community leaders founded MUSE/IQUE in 

2011 to continue re-imagining the concert-going format. She remains committed to creating 

transformative performance experiences that ensure everyone has access to inspiring music. 

Worby has been honored with many awards, including the Spirit of Achievement from Albert 

Einstein College, the Women of Excellence award from the YWCA, the degree Doctor of 

Humanities honoris causa from Marshall University, and the degree of Doctor of Letters honoris 

causa and the Presidential Medal of Honor for her consummate lifetime achievements both from 

Claremont University. She is in demand as a guest conductor and has led orchestras throughout 

Europe, South America, Australia, and Asia. 
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Marshall Davis Jr., dancer 

  

 

Marshall Davis Jr. was born in Miami Beach, Florida and began tap dancing at the age of 10 at 

the African Heritage Cultural Arts Center. By the age of 11, he was the 1989 Florida winner for 

the Tri-Star Pictures Tap Day contest, a promotion for the movie Tap starring Gregory Hines and 

Sammy Davis, Jr. At age 13, he accepted a check from Ed McMahon for winning the coveted title 

of 1991 Star Search Teen Dance Champion. Since winning, he has had the pleasure of 

performing with Harold “Stumpy” Cromer at the Guthrie Theater as Pocket in the musical Babes 

in Arms directed by Garland Wright.  Later, he joined the run of the Tony award-winning 

Broadway production of Bring in Da' Noise Bring in Da' Funk choreographed by Savion Glover 

and directed by George C. Wolfe. Marshall has also performed throughout Europe, Japan, 

Australia and the United States. His dancing is most heavily influenced by his mentor, the late 

Steve Condos of the "Condos Brothers.” Marshall has also received guidance from James 

“Buster” Brown, Edwin Holland, Paul Kennedy, Ted Levy, Lavaughn Robinson and Sam Weber. 

Named "Most Unusual Dance Soloist" by The Miami Herald for his rendition of the Morton Gould 

Tap Concerto, Marshall is also the recipient of Isaac Hayes’ “Breaking the Barrier” award for his 

achievements at such an early age. For over a decade, he has proudly served as an adjunct 

professor of Tap at Queens College and can be seen through motion capture performance in the 

animated film Happy Feet Two directed by George Miller. Most recently, Marshall worked as the 

associate choreographer to Savion Glover for the highly regarded Broadway show Shuffle Along, 

Or the Making of the Musical Sensation of 1921 and All That Followed! 

 

 

 



Westchester Philharmonic Children’s Concert 
2019 Classroom Study Guide 

 

Robert Chausow, violin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Chausow has been a vital member of New York's musical world for over three 

decades, performing with most of the finest ensembles in virtually all venues. He is the 

Concertmaster and solo violinist of Westchester Philharmonic, a position he has held for 

since 1989, and in addition has been involved in the orchestra's fine education program. 

He is also currently the Assistant Concertmaster of both American Composers Orchestra 

and Mostly Mozart Festival Orchestra, and Associate Concertmaster of New York City 

Ballet Orchestra. 

 

IV. ABOUT THE WESTCHESTER PHILHARMONIC 

 

Now in its 36th season, the Westchester Philharmonic is the oldest, continuously running professional symphony 

orchestra and largest performing arts organization in Westchester County. The Philharmonic's main stage concert 

series makes its home at the 1,300 seat Concert Hall at the Purchase Performing Arts Center, as well as outdoor 

concerts, chamber concerts, children's programs, and special events throughout the area, attracting savvy music-

lovers from Westchester, Fairfield, Rockland, Putnam, and Bergen counties, New York City, and beyond. 

 

In November 2013 the Philharmonic proudly announced the concurrent appointments of Jaime Laredo and Ted 

Sperling as the orchestra's Principal Conductors, commencing with the 2014-15 season. 

 

Founded in 1983 as the New Orchestra of Westchester under the leadership of Music Director Paul Lustig Dunkel 

(who became Music Director Emeritus in 2008), the orchestra was later re-named the Westchester Philharmonic. 

Renowned artists who have performed with the Phil include Joshua Bell, Jeremy Denk, Leon Fleisher, Marvin 

Hamlisch, Jennifer Koh, Jaime Laredo, Raymond Leppard, Norm Lewis, Cho-Liang Lin, Branford Marsalis, Midori,  
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Brian Stokes Mitchell, Kelli O'Hara, Garrick Ohlssen, Itzhak Perlman, Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg, Peter Serkin, 

Gil Shaham, Isaac Stern, André Watts, and Alisa Weilerstein. 

 

New works commissioned and premiered by the Westchester Philharmonic have included Melinda Wagner's 

Concerto for Flute, Strings and Percussion, which won the Pulitzer Prize in 1999; Thracian Echoes by Derek 

Bermel in 2003; The Yellow Wind by Tamar Muskal in 2005; Terra Terribilis by Laura Kaminsky in 2007; and 

Dreamtime Ancestors by Christopher Theofanidis in 2015. A new commission by composer David Ludwig is 

scheduled for debut during the October 2016. 

 

The orchestra's education program reaches thousands of elementary school students each year with classroom 

programs and a culminating concert with full orchestra at the Concert Hall. The Phil also partners with 

Westchester County government and local organizations to present free and low-cost concerts and subsidized 

seating at main stage concerts throughout the season, welcoming hundreds of area residents each year who 

might not otherwise have an opportunity to attend due to financial or physical limitations, or other barriers. 

 

The orchestra is comprised of the finest professional free-lance musicians from around the greater metropolitan 

area who also perform regularly with New York City Ballet, Orchestra St. Luke's, Orpheus Chamber Ensemble, 

Mostly Mozart Festival Orchestra, and in the pit orchestras of Phantom of the Opera and many other Broadway 

shows. Members of the Phil also maintain active teaching studios and hold faculty positions at Juilliard, Mannes, 

Manhattan School of Music, Purchase Conservatory, Vassar and Bard Colleges, and at local public schools. 

The orchestra is dedicated to inviting and attracting people of diverse backgrounds, both on the stage and in the 

concert hall, and continues to explore new partnerships with local schools, libraries, and community centers, so 

that all in the community have the opportunity to experience the joy of live music. 

 

Board of Directors and Staff 

 

Millicent Kaufman, Chair 

Mary Neumann, Vice Chair • Murray Stahl, Vice Chair 

Numa Rousseve, Treasurer 

Neil Aaron •  Tony Aiello • Christina Maurillo • Hannah Shmerler 

Lisa Tibbitts • Ruth Toff  • Joshua Worby 

 

Joshua Worby, Executive & Artistic Director 

Madeline Luke, Manager, Community Relations & Patron Services 

 

The Westchester Philharmonic’s educational programs are made possible 
with the generous, visionary, and enduring support of 

 
The Jandon Foundation 

Ruth B. Toff 
Stephen Ucko 
Robert Wiener 

The St. Vincent de Paul Foundation 
ArtsWestchester 

New York State Council on the Arts 
 

…and hundreds of supporters of the Westchester Philharmonic. 
 

Thank you. 


