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• West Side Story is arguably America’s 
 best loved musical
• Bernstein’s score fuses Puerto Rican 
 rhythms with inner city jazz
• David Newman’s seamless Suite  
 makes for a dazzling solo vehicle  
 for violin and orchestra
• Listen for familiar highlights from 
 Bernstein’s unforgettable score

Nearly 70 years after its premiere, West 
Side Story has become an American 
classic. Most of us can easily recall not 
only tunes but also lyrics to many of its 
songs. “Tonight,” “Maria,” “Somewhere,” 
“America”—all are testimony to the 
enduring appeal of Arthur Laurents’s book, 
Stephen Sondheim’s lyrics and, most of all, 
Leonard Bernstein’s music. His Symphonic 
Dances from West Side Story have become 
a staple of the orchestral repertoire. 

Hollywood composer David Newman’s 
West Side Story Suite provides a different 
take on Bernstein’s score: a dedicated 
concert vehicle for the solo violinist, who 
takes a star turn at several of the musical’s 
big themes in this extended concert piece. 

About the composer/arranger

Newman was born into the world of movie 
music. His father, the legendary Alfred 
Newman, flourished in Hollywood’s 
golden age, writing scores for such classics 
as Wuthering Heights, How Green was 
my Valley, The Song of Bernadette, and 
All About Eve. The elder Newman won 
nine Academy Awards and was nominated 
a remarkable 45 times. 

All four of Alfred Newman’s children 
became conductors and composers in 
Hollywood. David Newman studied  
piano and violin as a boy, subsequently 
earning degrees in violin performance  
and conducting at USC. He was a 
Hollywood studio violinist for several years 
in the late 1970s and early 1980s, learning 
more about the business through work 
with John Williams, Jerry Goldsmith,  
and others. 

He started writing film scores in 1986 and 
has enjoyed great success, particularly in 
comedies and animated films. You may 
not recognize his name, but you have 
almost certainly heard his music if you 
saw The War of the Roses, The Nutty 
Professor, Anastasia, Honeymoon in 
Vegas, Ice Age, Scooby-Doo, Alvin and 
the Chipmunks—Newman’s list of credits 
is long and distinguished. He has also 
been a pioneer in the preservation of film 
music, and is a frequent conductor at the 
Hollywood Bowl.
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Newman’s concert music, though less  
well known, shows impressive variety.  
He worked with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic in 1001 Nights, a video 
and music collaboration in 1998. His 
Woodwind Concerto in six movements 
features a different soloist in each of the 
first five movements, and all five soloists  
in the finale. 

About the music

The original West Side Story opened 26 
September 1957 at New York’s Winter 
Garden Theater. Jonathan Newman 
arranged his West Side Story Suite in 
2011. Sarah Chang played the premiere 
of West Side Story Suite in Jackson 
Hole, Wyoming on 2 July, 2011; Donald 
Runnicles conducted the Grand Teton 
Music Festival Orchestra. 

West Side Story Suite opens with the 
music of Bernstein’s Prologue, introducing 
the solo violin almost immediately as a 
foreground player central to the drama. 
Thereafter, lyrical themes (“Tonight,” 

“Maria”) alternate with more up-tempo 
segments to provide contrast of pacing and 
mood. The slower passages give the violin 
ample opportunity to sing, often in double 
stops [two pitches sounding at once]. 

The faster sections (“Mambo” and the 
Ballet-Scherzo sequence) are vehicles for 
technical fireworks: scale flourishes, rapid 
passage work, lightning-quick leaps, and 
other dazzling feats. Newman’s gift is that 
his variants on Bernstein’s basic material 
never obscure the genius and flow of the 
original, yet he capitalizes brilliantly on 
the violinistic possibilities inherent in 
Bernstein’s score. 

The suite concludes with an impassioned 
sequence based on “I Have A Love,” then 
returns to the “Mambo” music for a high-
voltage finish.
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usician. 
Innovator. 
Curator. 

Rachael Worby is 
an inspirational 

American conductor 
renowned for successfully reimagining 
the traditional concert format as well as 
dissolving the barriers that exist between 
performers and audiences. With her 
passionate, versatile command of musical 
genres, Rachael creates memorable, one-
of-a-kind, live multi-disciplinary events 
that expand today’s cultural landscape 
as Artistic Director and Conductor of 
California’s pioneering MUSE/IQUE, 
which she founded in 2011. 

With MUSE/IQUE, Rachael Worby 
brings together members from every part 
of the community, connecting performers 
from various disciplines with audiences 
of all ages through curated experiences 
designed to challenge preconceived 
notions about the concert-going 
experience, and “illuminate the world 
around us.” Enlarging the conversation 
about community, the organization’s 
dynamic, inclusive events take place 
in unexpected, non-traditional venues 
throughout the Los Angeles area. MUSE/
IQUE creates an intimate experience for 
all with an untraditional policy of in-
the-round seating with no intermissions 
and no backstage areas, strengthening the 
bond between performers and audiences. 
Through an expansive, carefully curated 
outreach program, the organization has 
developed strong, ongoing immersive 
relationships with 14 separate nonprofits 
throughout the region that include  
season performances. 

Rachael Worby has guest conducted 
throughout Europe, South America, 
Australia and Asia. Her many honors 
include serving on the National Council 
of the Arts for four years as an appointee 
of President Bill Clinton. She has held 
multiple posts in the classical music world, 
including serving as Music Director 
and Conductor of Wheeling Symphony 
Orchestra (1986-2003), founding the 
American Music Festival in Bucharest and 
Cluj, Romania, and leading the Pasadena 
Pops from 2000-2010. Earlier posts 
include Music Director and Conductor  
of Carnegie Hall’s Young People’s 
Concerts, stepping into the former post 
of her idol Bernstein, and Assistant 
Conductor for Youth Concerts at the  
Los Angeles Philharmonic. 

xhibiting an innate 
musicality fused with 
mesmerizing technique, 

eighteen-year-old 
Japanese-American pianist 

and violinist Ray Ushikubo has soloed with 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic, performed 
on the stages of Carnegie Hall and Walt 
Disney Concert Hall, and appeared on 
NBC’s The Tonight Show with Jay Leno. 
Since his solo orchestral debut at age ten 
with the Young Musicians Foundation 
Orchestra in Los Angeles’s Dorothy 
Chandler Pavilion, Ushikubo has soloed 
with the Fort Collins Symphony Orchestra, 
Hilton Head Symphony Orchestra, Los 
Angeles Chamber Orchestra, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, Modesto Symphony 
Orchestra, Pasadena Symphony Orchestra, 
Reno Philharmonic, and San Diego 
Symphony Orchestra. A recipient of the 
prestigious Davidson Fellow Laureate 
Award in 2014, Ushikubo won the 

2017 Hilton Head International Piano 
Competition and the 2016 Piano Concerto 
Competition at the Aspen Music Festival 
and School, where he soloed with the Aspen 
Conducting Academy Orchestra.

During the 2018-2019 season, Ushikubo 
performed on both piano and violin 
with the Buffalo Philharmonic in an 
all-Gershwin program with Maestro 
John Morris Russell, as well as with the 
Northwest Sinfonietta Orchestra and 
Maestro David Lockington featuring 
Beethoven’s works. Ushikubo has 
collaborated with pianist Lang Lang in 
Orange County’s Segerstrom Concert Hall 
and with pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet on 
the international radio broadcast Radio 
France. Ushikubo was featured as a Young 
Artist in Residence of the national radio 
broadcast Performance Today with Host 
Fred Child, and he has been featured 
several times on the nationally syndicated 
radio program From the Top where he was 
named one of their Jack Kent Cooke  
Young Artists.

A 2014 Davidson Fellow Laureate, 
Ushikubo was awarded $50,000 by the 
Davidson Institute for his music project 
“Circle of Life in Music.” Having won the 
2017 Hilton Head International Piano 
Competition and the 2016 Piano Concerto 
Competition at the Aspen Music Festival 
and School, he has also won first prize at 
the 2015 Steinway Concerto Competition, 
the Young Artists Piano Prize at the 2013 
Mondavi Young Artists Competition, 
and the 2012 Steinway Prize for the best 
performance of a Beethoven Sonata. 
Ushikubo has begun work toward his 
Bachelor’s degree at the Curtis Institute of 
Music, studying piano with Gary Graffman 
and Robert McDonald and violin with 
Aaron Rosand and Midori. Ushikubo's 
other interests include automobiles,  
classic action movies, and classic heavy 
metal music.

Rachael Worby, conductor Ray Ushikubo, violin
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